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_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:
May 24, 2011

TO:

Lee Holloway, Chairman

Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors



FROM:
Roy L. Williams, Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel

SUBJECT:
Melissa Felix vs. Milwaukee County BHD



ERD Case No.:  CR200801153



EEOC Case No.: 26G200800942C
______________________________________________________________________________

Former Employee:
Melissa Felix




2876 N 51st St




Milwaukee, WI 53210

I request that this matter be referred to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services for approval of a settlement.  I request authority to settle this case for the total sum of $4,328.00.  Of this amount, $4,328.00 will be paid by the Wisconsin County Mutual Insurance Corporation and $0 (zero) will be paid by Milwaukee County.

In this case, Melissa Felix filed a discrimination complaint against Milwaukee County.  She alleged that Milwaukee County (specifically the Behavioral Health Division) discriminated against her by refusing to make reasonable accommodations for her religious observances.  She also alleged that she was terminated because of her creed.  On June 23, 2009 a hearing was held before Administrative Law Judge James Schacht.  After the hearing the judge essentially found that reasonable accommodations were not made, but he also found that Ms. Felix did not show that she was terminated because of her religion or creed.  

The attorney for Ms. Felix submitted a request for attorney’s fees and costs totaling $12,650.00.  I objected to the amount and submitted a brief on the issue because the attorney’s fees were excessive.  They were especially excessive considering the fact that Ms. Felix received nothing from the judge’s decision.  Judge Schacht reduced the fees to $4,328.00.  Counsel for Ms. Felix then appealed to Labor & Industry Review Commission (LIRC).  After additional briefs and submissions to LIRC, Judge Schacht’s decision was affirmed.  On May 15, 2011, I spoke to counsel for Ms. Felix and was told that Ms. Felix will not appeal further.  

Milwaukee County’s insurance company is in agreement with the payment of attorney’s fees.  Finally, it is the recommendation of the Office of Corporation Counsel that the fees be paid.

Thank you,

_________________________________

ROY L. WILLIAMS

Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel
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Linda Durham (Electronically)
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Acting Corporation Counsel
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