By Supervisor Harris
Journal,


File No. 12-

A RESOLUTION

Authorizing and directing the Manager of the Milwaukee County Election Commission to work with Office of the Sheriff as well as the election officials of the Cities of Milwaukee and Franklin to facilitate absentee voting by inmates at Milwaukee County’s correctional facilities for primary and general elections in 2012 and further directing the Manager of the Milwaukee County Election Commission to aggregate and report voting irregularities experienced by the electorate as reported by municipal election officials during said elections.
WHEREAS, elections in Wisconsin are governed by Wisconsin statutes chapters 5 through 12, which provide in part for the assignment of certain election duties to the executive director of a County Election Commission to administer the duties prescribed therein; and

WHEREAS, generally, the Milwaukee County Election Commission (“Commission”), as the functionary assigned the duties under Chapter 7, Wis. Stats, works with municipalities to provide ballots and supplies, serves as the post-election repository for completed ballots, and verifies and certifies federal, state, and county office election results from all of the municipalities; and

WHEREAS, municipal election officials, also working within statutory parameters, have “charge and supervision of elections and registration in the municipality” (Wis. Stats. 7.15(1)) and are principally responsible for the conduct of elections has provided by law; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County houses pre- and post-conviction inmates at the Community Correctional Facility South (CCFS) in Franklin and the Community Correctional Facility Central (CCFC) in Milwaukee and despite their incarceration, many inmates are not legally disqualified as electors and have the right to cast absentee ballots in elections; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office posts voting information for inmates and works to accommodate ballot requests and in the past has worked with the City of Franklin and the City of Milwaukee to facilitate inmate voting; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors believes that every qualified elector should be afforded information on and access to election opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Act 23, passed in 2011, placed stringent new polling place requirements on the general population, including a photo ID requirement and required signature on the polling list, that may preclude qualified electors from receiving an election ballot; and

WHEREAS, the State Government Accountability Board, as required by law, requires municipal election clerks to complete a variety of forms related to the conduct of elections at each polling place, including forms GAB-104 and GAB-104C that document “incidents” related to rejected, defective and challenged ballots; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors believes it is in the best interest of Milwaukee County residents that the experiences at local polling places be documented and shared publicly in an open forum; and

WHEREAS, the Manager of the Election Commission will have access to the information on the forms required by the Government Accountability Board and has the ability to aggregate that information into a summary informational report that shall be presented to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services at each Committee meeting immediately following any primary or general election; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby affirms that each and every qualified elector in Milwaukee County should have full access to voting opportunities as authorized by law; and

BE IT FURTHER  RESOLVED, that the Manager of the Milwaukee County Election Commission is authorized and directed to work with the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office and appropriate municipal election officials to aid and facilitate inmates housed at CCFS and CCFC who are qualified electors in casting ballots for each primary and general election in 2012; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Manager of the Milwaukee County Election Commission is further directed to collect polling place incident reports as reported by municipal election officials, including if possible the number of denied or rejected ballots and the reason for the denial or rejection, and to provide a summary report of such incidents at the meeting of the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services following primary and general elections in 2012.

