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Date:		April 30, 2013

To:		Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board of Supervisors

From:	James Keegan, Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Submit Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program Grant Applications - ACTION

POLICY 
The Interim Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to submit one or more Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) grant applications.

BACKGROUND
The CMAQ Program is designed to provide funding for transportation-related projects that improve air quality and reduce traffic congestion in counties classified as air quality non-attainment areas for the federal criteria pollutant ozone. CMAQ projects generally fall into one of three broad categories:

· Projects that reduce emissions through improved vehicle and fuel technologies 
· Projects that reduce emissions by improving traffic congestion
· Projects that reduce the number of vehicle trips and/or vehicle miles traveled (i.e., bike trail projects – new construction)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Examples of typical projects include efforts to enhance public transit, to construct bicycle/pedestrian facilities, to establish ridesharing programs and facilities, and to employ technologies that improve traffic flow and vehicle emissions. The DPRC has obtained and implemented a number of CMAQ grants for bike trail projects since the program’s inception in the early 1990s, and those grants have enabled the DPRC to make steady progress in its efforts to expand and enhance the Oak Leaf Trail, one of the DPRC’s most popular facilities.
CMAQ is authorized and funded under the federal Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), the federal transportation act that was signed into law on July 6, 2012. It is administered by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation with funds being made available through a competitive application process open to the eleven county non-attainment and maintenance area in southeastern and northeastern Wisconsin. CMAQ is a reimbursement program and funds are awarded on an 80:20 federal:local cost-share basis. The application deadline is June 14, 2013.

RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Parks Director respectfully recommends that the DPRC be authorized to apply for one or more CMAQ grants, and to undertake all actions and activities necessary to accept and implement CMAQ grant awards offered to Milwaukee County.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist

Recommended by:					Approved by:


	______________________________			______________________________
Laura Schloesser, Chief of				James Keegan, Interim Parks 
Administration and External Affairs		Director

cc: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitsch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supv.  Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Dan Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
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