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I request that this matter be referred to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services to be placed on the agenda for its next meeting to approve the payment of $1,213.34 to Tom Matthews, to settle in full his claim against Milwaukee County.

On March 10, 2012, Tom Matthews, an employee of Betty Brinn Children’s Museum, was parked in the loading docks of the O’Donnell Parking Structure.  At this time there was a new traveling exhibit and he had some large heavy items to unload for this exhibit.  When he returned from unloading, he noticed that a “One Way” sign had fallen onto the hood of his vehicle.  The sign was not in the ground, but had been propped up between a column and the wall of the loading docks.  Mr. Matthews did not see the sign prior to parking at the docks as the location of the sign was hidden by the columns.

It has been verified that employees of the O’Donnell parking structure propped the signs up against the wall.  The signs should have been placed downstairs and out of the way of personnel using the loading docks. However, these particular signs went undetected for some time as they were propped up between concrete pillars and the wall and therefore were never moved to a more suitable location.  

Mr. Matthew’s vehicle is a 2006 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer Edition. The claimant submitted an estimate in the amount of $1,213.34.  The damages are located on the left front fender and hood.  The estimate has 16.4 hours for repairs and labor rates of $54 per hour, which are reasonable and customary.  

In discussions between the county adjustor and Mr. Matthews, an agreement was reached in the amount of $1,213.34.  The adjustor and the county’s insurer recommend the payment of that amount to Mr. Matthews to settle this property damage claim.  Corporation Counsel has reviewed this matter and supports the recommendations to pay Mr. Matthews $1,213.34 to settle all claims rising out of the property damage to his motor vehicle.

Thank you.
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