File No. 11-141/RES 11-203

(Journal, March 17, 2011)

(ITEM 2) A Resolution by Supervisors Harris, Holloway, Weishan, Dimitrijevic and Broderick, expressing opposition to any and all attempts to restrict an eligible individual’s constitutionally guaranteed right to vote in Wisconsin and specifically expresses opposition to Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 6, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, citing previous allegations of widespread voter fraud as a rationale, the Wisconsin State Legislature has proposed Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 6 (SB 6) that makes changes to statutes requiring prospective voters to present certain photographic identification and provide a signature in order to cast a ballot in an election; and

WHEREAS, according to Wisconsin Attorney General, just 20 cases of voting fraud occurred out of nearly 3 million votes cast in the 2008 presidential election, a “widespread” fraud rate of roughly .00066 per cent of eligible voters; and
WHEREAS, according to information from the US Attorney’s Office and the Wisconsin Attorney General, the allegations of voter fraud that have often been cited as a rationale for restricting voter access are essentially unfounded and baseless; and
WHEREAS, the proposed legislation implements changes that would negatively impact Wisconsin’s high rate of voter participation and threaten to disenfranchise eligible voters by:

· Requiring government-issued “proof of identification” in order to vote, but not accepting college or university ID 

· Requiring absentee voters to submit photo ID to receive an absentee ballot, and submit copies of approved photo ID with completed ballots or the ballot will not be counted
· Increasing the residency requirement from 10 days to 28 days

· Eliminates the use of corroboration as an alternative to providing initial proof of residence
· Places numerous new burdens on poll workers, many of whom are already working long election days due to the lack of available poll workers

WHEREAS, these strictures of the proposed legislation stand to potentially disenfranchise hundreds of thousands Wisconsin residents, with minorities, the elderly, the disabled, and college students being the most negatively impacted; and

WHEREAS, according to a 2005 study by the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, 55% of African-American men, 49% of African-American women, 46% of Hispanic men and 59% of Hispanic women in Wisconsin lack state-issued photographic identification (“Driver License Status of the Voting Age Population in Wisconsin”, 2005); and

WHEREAS, the same UWM study found there were over 177,000 persons aged 65 and over and nearly 100,000 persons aged 35-64 in Wisconsin who had neither a driver’s license nor a state-issued photo ID; and

WHEREAS, SB 6 as drafted would create additional and unnecessary transportation, witnessing, and financial barriers for Wisconsin’s 600,000 residents with disabilities, a population which already votes 10 to 15% less than other voters according to Disability Rights Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, SB 6 would also present significant barriers, and potential disenfranchisement, for those out-of-state students who have retained their home-state identification as their permanent address, but are otherwise eligible to vote in Wisconsin elections; and

WHEREAS, in a fiscal note attached to the legislation, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation has estimated Voter ID would result in implementation costs to taxpayers of approximately $1.7 million and annual net loss of $2.7 million in revenue, further hindering that agency’s already strained fiscal position; and

WHEREAS, Article III, Section I of the Wisconsin State Constitution guarantees the right to vote to all Wisconsin residents age 18 and over; and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on March 14, 2011, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations recommended approval of the said resolution (vote 4-2); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, for the reasons listed above that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes any and all attempts to restrict an eligible individual’s constitutionally guaranteed right to vote in Wisconsin, and specifically expresses opposition to Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 6; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Milwaukee County Intergovernmental Relations staff are authorized and directed to communicate this position to the Wisconsin State Legislature as part of the Milwaukee County legislative agenda.  
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