By Supervisors Capriolo, Alexander, Rolland, and Vincent		       File No. 25-501



A RESOLUTION

Authorizing an appropriation transfer of $252,380 from Agency 194-1945 – Appropriation for Contingencies to Agency 400 – Office of the Sheriff for the acquisition of a new body scanner and trained canine to enhance screening procedures of all persons in Milwaukee County’s custody and care 
	

WHEREAS, the security and well-being of all persons in Milwaukee County’s custody and care, including those at the Milwaukee County Jail and Community Reintegration Center, as well as correctional officers and staff, is a top priority of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and the Office of the Sheriff; and

WHEREAS, according to the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office, since 2020 there have been a total of 175 contraband incidents in the Milwaukee County Jail, jeopardizing the safety and security of all persons in Milwaukee County’s custody and care; and

WHEREAS, since 2020, Narcan (i.e. Naloxone), an over-the-counter drug that’s used to treat known or possible opioid overdose, has been administered 50 times in the Milwaukee County Jail; and

WHEREAS, in 2025 alone, Narcan was administered eight times in the Milwaukee County Jail during a medical emergency incident, with two of these emergency incidents resulting in an in-custody death; and

WHEREAS, during testimony on File No. 25-407, related to an external audit and evaluation of the Milwaukee County Jail, staff from the Office of the Sheriff informed the Committee on Audit in June 2025 that the body scanner currently used during intake at the Milwaukee County Jail needs replacement; and

WHEREAS, the existing body scanner is outdated, and advancements in screening technology offer improved detection capabilities, making newer models far more effective in maintaining facility security and protecting the well-being of all individuals in our care; and

WHEREAS, body scanners are critical tools for the detection of opioids, weapons, and other contraband that could pose serious safety risks to persons in our care, staff, and the general security of both the Jail and Community Reintegration Center; and

WHEREAS, nearly all residents of the Community Reintegration Center first go through intake screening at the Jail, where enhanced screening for contraband will improve safety for all persons in our care; and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of a trained canine (K-9) unit for use at the Milwaukee County Jail would reduce the need for invasive searches for contraband while enhancing the security for all individuals at both facilities; and 

WHEREAS, a new body scanner for the Milwaukee County Jail costs $239,880 and acquiring a new K-9 and related training for the dog and correctional officer is estimated to cost $12,500; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby supports the acquisition of a new body scanner and canine (K-9) unit for the Milwaukee County Jail to support the safety of all persons in our care, whether housed at the Jail or the Community Reintegration Center; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Office of Strategy, Budget and Performance, in coordination with the Office of the Comptroller, to transfer $252,380 from Agency 194-1945 – Appropriation for Contingencies to the appropriate accounts in Agency 400 – Office of the Sheriff for the purpose of purchasing the new body scanner and acquiring and training the canine unit; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors requests that if any grants or other external funding sources are received for the purchase of the body scanner or canine unit, any unused funds be returned to the Appropriation for Contingencies account. 
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