
By Supervisor Bowen


File No. 14-

A RESOLUTION

Authorizing the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) to conduct a cost-benefit analysis on the installation and operation of surveillance cameras in Milwaukee County parks for the purpose of deterring criminal activity
WHEREAS, on May 30, 2014, a 26-year-old man died after being shot at Milwaukee County’s Tiefenthaler Park, located on the City of Milwaukee’s north side; and
WHEREAS, violent crimes in the City of Milwaukee rose by 1.1 percent from 2012 to 2013, and nonfatal shootings increased by five percent from 2012 to 2013, according to the Milwaukee Police Department’s annual crime statistics for 2013; and

WHEREAS, although some measures have been taken to target crime in the parks, including the installation of the ShotSpotter systems, they cannot help identify alleged suspects; and

WHEREAS, according to a September 2011 study entitled “Evaluating the Use of Public Surveillance Cameras for Crime Control and Prevention,” conducted by the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice, surveillance cameras installed in parks in Baltimore, Chicago, and Washington D.C. have resulted in a reduction of violent crimes; and
WHEREAS, in Chicago’s Humboldt Park neighborhood, weapon-related incidents have declined by over half, otherwise translated as two fewer incidents per month since surveillance camera installation; and

WHEREAS, the DPRC currently utilizes surveillance camera systems within certain park areas including the Mitchell Park Domes, the Lincoln Park aquatic center, O’Donnell Park, and various sites with cash registers, greenhouses and pools; and

WHEREAS, the current surveillance cameras are monitored by DPRC security staff and the equipment is serviced and maintained by the various providers under service contracts; and 
WHEREAS, a cost-benefit analysis of the expansion of surveillance cameras in high crime-volume county parks would be beneficial in exploring ways to mitigate violence and weapon-related incidents in Milwaukee County; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture is hereby authorized and directed to conduct a cost-benefit analysis on the feasibility of installing and operating surveillance cameras in County parks and community centers that have a documented high-volume of crime; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture shall submit a written report on the status of the cost-benefit analysis results to the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment for the September 2014 cycle; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the results from the cost-benefit analysis are found to be advantageous in preventing crime in Milwaukee County’s parks, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture shall pursue measures to develop a plan for installing surveillance cameras within high crime-volume park areas, subject to County Board approval.

