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(Item      ) From the Director of Transportation & Public Works requesting the amendment of Section 4.05.04 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, to establish a fee structure for courtesy vehicles to regulate commercial curbside operations at General Mitchell International Airport, by recommending adoption of the following:

RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, County Ordinance 4.05.04 defines “Courtesy Vehicle” as those vehicle(s) operated to and from General Mitchell International Airport incident to revenue-producing commercial or private activities of hotels, motels, parking lots or automobile rental offices or facilities located off of airport premises and not under contract at the airport. Courtesy Vehicles must be owned and operated by the specific company transporting its patron(s), without cost to its patron(s), and must be clearly indentified with its company name painted on both exterior sides of each vehicle(s); and

WHEREAS, over the past year there has been a significant increase in passenger traffic at General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA), which has translated into a significant increase in passenger and vehicle traffic at the commercial curbside; and

WHEREAS, the Airport is limited to 148 feet of curb space to accommodate the parking requirements of fifty-four (54) hotels operating sixty-three (63) Courtesy Vehicles and three (3) off-airport commercial parking lots operating twelve (12) Courtesy Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, Airport staff’s observation of the operations in this area has led Airport Staff to conclude that significant problems stem from the large number of Courtesy Vehicles using the curbside and the amount of time that some of those vehicles spend parked at the curbside; and

WHEREAS, the volume and duration of Courtesy Vehicle traffic present an access problem at the curbside; and

WHEREAS, Airport Staff has also found that in the past five (5) years there have been fourteen (14) hotels/motels built within five (5) miles of the Airport, most of which offer transportation to and from GMIA. A number of new hotels are planned to be constructed in the area with plans for additional off-airport parking operations; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 Airport Ground Transportation Association Survey shows that many of the nation’s airports have installed Automated Vehicle Identification (AVI) Systems that require courtesy vehicles to pay a use fee as well as dwell time fees as a method for regulating and relieving traffic congestion at their curbsides. Airports have found that when hotels and parking companies are charged use and dwell time fees, both the number of trips into an airport and the duration of those trips are reduced, thus creating less congestion at the curbside; and
WHEREAS, by allowing the installation of a full AVI system at GMIA, Airport Staff would be able to make incremental changes to use and dwell time fees in order to better use the commercial curb space and monitor revenue more efficiently with no increase in manpower requirements and
WHEREAS, the Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee, at its meeting of March 2, 2011, recommended approval (vote _______) of the request to amend Section 4.05.04 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, to establish a fee structure for courtesy vehicles to regulate commercial curbside operations at General Mitchell International Airport, now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of Transportation and Public Works and the Airport Director are hereby authorized to amend Section 4.05.04 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, to establish a fee structure for courtesy vehicles to regulate commercial curbside operations at General Mitchell International Airport, with such amendments to become effective one year from passage:
AN ORDINANCE
To amend Section 4.05.04 of the General Ordinances of Milwaukee County, relating to Courtesy Cars at County Airports.
SECTION 1.  Section 4.05.04 of the General Ordinances of Milwaukee County, is hereby revised to read:

4.05.04.   Courtesy cars.

(1)   Definition.  "Courtesy car," under this section, means those vehicle(s) operated to and from General Mitchell International Airport as an incident to revenue producing commercial or private activities of hotels, motels, parking lots or automobile rental offices or facilities located off of airport premises and not under contract at the airport. Courtesy car(s) must be owned and operated by the specific company transporting its patron(s), without cost to its patron(s), and must be clearly identified with company name painted on both exterior sides of each vehicle(s).
(2)   Licenses, permits, fees.

(a)   All applications for courtesy car permit(s) shall be made to the airport director and be accompanied by the payment of a nonrefundable application fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). The annual permit fee shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00) per vehicle for all courtesy cars except those owned by an Off-Airport Car Rental Company which shall pay an annual permit fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) per vehicle. The fee for permits applied for after April 1 of any year shall be prorated for the remaining portion of that year. Payment of the fee shall be made to the airport director who will then issue a decal for each vehicle. The Ddecal shall be mounted on the inside lower left-hand corner of the windshield, the left-hand corner being on the driver's left when seated behind the wheel. This permit shall be issued for each vehicle and is not transferable to any other vehicle. If a vehicle is replaced, which has previously been permitted, the permit shall be cancelled and application shall be made to the airport director for a replacement permit at an additional fee of ten dollars ($10.00).

(b) In addition to purchasing and displaying an airport courtesy car permit, all courtesy cars shall purchase one (1) Radio Frequency Identification Device (RFID) tag in the amount of thirty dollars ($30.00) per vehicle, to be displayed in an area of the vehicle that is easily read by Airport Automated Vehicle Identification System (AVI) Equipment. Having purchased and installed the hang tag an operator can only pick up in the area designated by the airport director or his designated representative.  All courtesy cars shall be charged a user fee of $2.00 per circuit through the baggage claim drive.  Any vehicle that dwells on the baggage claim roadway for more than fifteen (15) minutes shall be subject to the following charges:  Twenty-five cents (.25) for the first fifteen (15) minutes and fifteen cents (.15) for each three (3) minute increment thereafter.
(c) Any hotel courtesy or off-airport parking shuttle vehicle operator found picking up patrons in an area other than the area designated by the airport director or his designated representative for such activity shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100.00) per occurrence. Any hotel or off-airport parking vehicle operator caught making any route deviations to circumvent detection by AVI equipment shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100.00) per occurrence.
(d) Non payment of the above fines within thirty (30) days of said fine will result in the deactivation of the assigned AVI tag. The offending company shall be notified by certified mail of the AVI tag deactivation within two (2) working days of said action. Once a hang tag has been deactivated it shall not be reactivated for a period of fifteen (15) working days. When notified of the deactivation the offending company shall not make any passenger pickups on airport property until AVI tag(s) have been reactivated. If the offending company continues to operate after hang tag deactivation the company’s courtesy car operating permit(s) to operate an airport courtesy car on airport premises shall be revoked for a period of one (1) year. 

(e) The airport director shall be permitted to adjust user fees in twenty-five (25) cent increments and dwell time fees in five (5) cent increments to regulate curb space utilization in the Hotel and Off-Airport Courtesy Car parking area. Rate increases cannot exceed seventy-five (75) cents in a twelve (12) month period without County Board Approval.

(bf)
Any person or business entity who is not in possession of the necessary licenses, or permits, or RFID tags required under this section or by any other law, rule, or regulation, or any operator of a courtesy car(s), and who operates at General Mitchell International Airport in such a manner as to constitute doing business, or who attempts to do business thereon shall, without limitation because of enumeration, be deemed to be in violation of chapter 4 of the Code and shall be subject to a fine or forfeiture for such violation in the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per occurrence.
(cg)
The airport director may approve or deny any application for a permit as described in this subsection.

(dh)
A temporary courtesy car permit, for a period not exceeding ten (10) days, may be issued by the airport director. The temporary airport permit fee shall be ten dollars ($10.00). Said temporary permit cannot be renewed. All rights and privileges granted herein for the annual permit, being replaced by said temporary permit, shall be suspended for the duration of the temporary permit.

SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall become effective one year from passage.
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