
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE:
November 2, 2011
TO:

Supervisor Lee Holloway, Chairperson, County Board of Supervisors

FROM:
Charles Wikenhauser, Zoo Director

SUBJECT:
AGREEMENT WITH BILLINGS PRODUCTIONS, INC. FOR THE EXHIBITION OF ROBOTIC DINOSAURS

ISSUE

The Milwaukee County Zoo requests approval to execute an agreement with Billings Productions, Inc. for the exhibition of robotic dinosaurs.  The exhibit will be placed outdoors from May 23 – September 3, 2012.

BACKGROUND

The Milwaukee County Zoo wishes to continue offering unique and educational exhibits that introduce young people to the importance of wildlife, conservation and natural history.  In order to obtain these exhibits, the Zoo must often enter exhibition contracts far in advance of the actual on-site exhibition.

Robotic dinosaurs were successfully exhibited at the Zoo in 1994, 1996, 2002, 2006 and 2010.  Billings Productions has improved the robotics used to animate the creatures and increased the number of species available for exhibit.  The 2012 exhibit will combine interactive activities, audio and visual displays, graphics and natural history exhibits to educate young people about dinosaurs.  

The 2012 Budget included $299,476 for the dinosaur contract.  A separate fee will be charged for the dinosaur exhibit.  
RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Director of the Milwaukee County Zoo be authorized to execute an exhibition agreement with Billings Productions, Inc. for a presentation of robotic dinosaurs during the summer, 2012.

FISCAL NOTE

The 2012 County Executive’s Budget provides exhibit expenditures of $464,203 and contains $600,460 in revenues for a tax levy savings of $136,257.  An admission fee will be charged for this exhibit.

______________________________________

Charles Wikenhauser

Zoo Director
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