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Trails
1. Off Road Cycling
a. Mountain Bike Trails
i. History
1. Created by the Metro Mountain Bikers under direction and approval of Milwaukee County Parks.
2. Started 2003/2004
3. Alpha Trail (Crystal Ridge/Rock), Hoyt, Oak Hill, Bubba’s Woods.
4. 12.1 total miles
5. Sustainable Trail design, construction, and maintenance.
6. Trail are open to hikers.
ii. Current
1. Updating Agreement,
2.  Challenged with rogue riding specifically in Milwaukee River Corridor
iii. Future
1. Increase Connectivity in Menomonee River Corridor
2. Regional opportunities East half of Milwaukee County.
b. Cyclo-cross
i. History
1. Cyclo-cross race series in various parks (Estabrook, Hales Corners, Washington, Kosciuszko, Doyne, Kletzsch, and Dretzka).
2. Events through Special Events Permit
ii. Current
1.  No formal Year Round Trail, 
2. See increase use of race routes for practice, 
3. Conflicts with traditional uses, 
4. Trails are not sustainable.  
5. Increasing in popularity
iii. Future – Consider formal coarse

b. Winter Trails
a. Cross Country Skiing and Skate Skiing
i. History 
1. Started out only Cross Country Skiing 
2. Added parallel skate skiing routes (skate skiing required wider groomed trail).
ii. Current 
1. Parks – groomed courses Grant, Whitnall, Brown Deer,
iii. Future – Dependent on available resources and demonstrated need
b. Snowmobiling
i. Administered by Rolling Dice Riders of Franklin
ii. Trails run through Franklin Park, Rainbow Airport Park, and Root River Parkway in Franklin south of Ryan Road.  Small portion in Oak Creek 
iii. Connects to trails in Racine County
c. Snowshoe – Utilize Forked Aster Trail System or any other Parks
d. Fat Tire Bicycle
i. Utilizes Mountain Bike and Cyclo-cross routes or seasonally unutilized areas
ii. Not on hiking trials, creates ice layer on trail
iii. Gaining in popularity

c. Water
a. Urban Water Trail
i. History
1. A canoe and kayak route through the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic Rivers 
2. Signed and map in 2005.
ii. Administered by the Milwaukee River Keepers 
iii. Currently 25 Miles of Trail extending into Ozaukee County
b. Lake Michigan Water Trail
i. Background
1. Part of the State of Wisconsin 523 mile Lake Michigan State Water Trail and the 
2. Greater portion of the Lake Michigan Water Trails that spans four States (Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan)
ii. Milwaukee County Parks’ access locations are: Doctors Park, Bradford Beach, McKinley Marina, South Shore Park, Bay View Park, Sheridan Park, Grant Park, and Bender Park.

d. Birding Trail
a. Started in 2001
b. Birding Trail throughout the Milwaukee County Parks
c. Map distributed by Wehr Nature Center
d. Utilizes eBird Hotspots

e. Hiking
a. Forked Aster Hiking Trail
i. History
1. Originated out of the need to encourage enjoyment of MCP natural areas in a sustainable way that minimize negative disturbance to these sensitive and rare areas. 
2. Started in 2011, with 23 miles in 23 parks
3. 2012 – 32 miles
4. 2013 – 42 miles
5. 2014 (current)– 43 miles in 26 parks
ii. Current Status
1. Same as 2014 
2. Incorporated eBird Hotspots which adds data to a global birding information collector
iii. Future
1.  50 miles and expand parks?
2. Development and Maintenance heavily dependent on staff and resources 
b. Wehr Nature Center
i. 7 Loops through prairie, woodlands, wetlands, Oak Savanna, other natural communities
ii. 0.5 – 1.7 miles each
c. East Bank Trail
i. Created in 2006
ii. Funded by Wisconsin Coastal Management Grant
iii. Runs along the east bank of the Milwaukee River Connecting Hubbard Park Riverside and Caesars Park
iv. Maintained by Urban Ecology Center, River Revitalization Foundation, and MCP
v. Designated a National Recreation Trail
d. Seven Bridges Hiking Trail
i. Grant Park
ii. 1900’s, Frederick C. Wulff, first Superintendent of Horticulture for the park system
iii. 1930’s- continued by the Civilian Conservation Corps
iv. Approx. 2 miles
v. Actually 10 bridges 
vi. Designated a National Recreation Trail

f. Multi-Use - Oak Leaf Trail
a. History- Progression 
i. 1939 – 64 miles Harald “Zip” Morgan, trail routed around the periphery of Milwaukee County (Exhibit)
ii. 1964 – The “LOOP” was formally establish by the Milwaukee County Parks Commission
iii. 1966 – Milwaukee County Parks Commission formally announced the intent to develop a trail along Parkway and River Corridors
iv. 1976- (76 miles) the trail was named the “76” to commemorate the bicentennial and indicate the total length.
v. 1989 – (89 miles exhibit)
vi. 1996 – Renamed the Oak Leaf Trail
vii. 2001 – 99 miles (2001 Exhibit)
viii. 2015 – 125 miles
b. Progression
Multi-Use Trail	Parkway	Municipal Street	Total
1975		14		20.5		40.7			75.20
1976		29.45		20.5		26.05			76.00
1989		28		30.9		30.5			89.40
1997		34		31		25			90.00
2001		42		31		26			99.00
2013		63		29		26			118.00
2015		72		27		26			125.00
g. Regional Significance
i. Racine, West Allis, Milwaukee and Waukesha communities with 90% of population within 3 miles of a trail
ii. Regional Map – Route of the Badger initiative through Rails to Trails Conservancy
b. Current
i. 125 Miles?  Multi- Use Path 72 miles, 27 miles are Milwaukee County Parks Parkways, and 26 miles are municipal streets.
h. Counting
1. Estabrook Oak Leaf Trail Segment
High Day				3,121
Daily Average 	 			1,008
Lowest Month Daily Average 		151 (February)
2. South Shore Oak Leaf Trail Segment
High Day				1,025
Daily Average 				402
3. Initial counters purchase through Friends of Milwaukee County Trails
4. Partnering with City of Milwaukee, SEWRPC, WI DOT, and UWM
5. Benefits: Quantifying trail use, determining patterns, support funding request, improves the planning process.
6. Initial counters purchase through Friends of Milwaukee County Trails
7. Partnering with City of Milwaukee, SEWRPC, WI DOT, and UWM
8. Benefits: Quantifying trail use, determining patterns, support funding request, improves the planning process.
ii. Signs and Wayfinding
1. More than 700 signs
2. Improved Sign Material – Reflective and fade resistant 
3. Purpose of wayfinding: Keeping people safe, keep people on, and keep them coming back
a. Safety – Stop, yield, slow, roadway
b. Easy – Directional
c. Inform – Educate, points of interest
4. Transportation Alternatives Program Grant
a. WI DOT Grant with the City of Milwaukee to improve wayfinding between the City’s bicycle network and Oak Leaf Trail
b. Partnership with City of Milwaukee
c. Coordinated wayfinding between trails and streets
i. Maintenance
a. Vegetation – 
i. Grass adjacent to trail is included in regular mowing cycle which is approx. 10 days
ii. Corridor is maintain for woody material with the goal of 10ft wide and 13ft overhead.  2 year cycle.  Focus on visibility in turns, hills, and curves.
b. Asphalt – Maintenance and small section repairs
c. Snow
i. Goal is within 24 – 36 hours following a normal average snow event.  
ii. Will be posting an Oak Leaf Snow Plow Map on the Parks Web page for 2015/2016 winter.
d. Coordination
i. Advocacy
ii. Maintaining relationships with partners and stakeholders
iii. Signs and wayfinding
iv. System wide quality control
v. Synergies with other Municipalities within Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Regionally
j. Organizations
a. Friends of Milwaukee County Trails
i. Oak Leaf Discovery Tour 
ii. Promote Milwaukee County Parks, focused around the Oak Leaf Trail
iii. Milwaukee County Trail Map and Park Guide
1. New in 2015, 
2. Created by Milwaukee County Parks Marketing
3. Printed, sold and distributed by The Park People of Milwaukee
4. Replaced City of Milwaukee/Milwaukee County “Milwaukee By Bike Map”
iv. Funding for Trail Improvements
1. New Oak Leaf Trail signs
2. Purchased Trail counters for MCP
b. Milwaukee County Trail Council
i. Stakeholders guidance to Milwaukee County Parks Department
ii. 2007 Milwaukee County Trail Network Plan
iii. Offering support for private trail sponsorship
iv. Supports Trail Coordinator Position for Milwaukee County Parks
v. Milwaukee Area Trails Gathering - Mitchell Park Domes June, 10th
c. City of Milwaukee Bike and Pedestrian Task Force
i. Citizen Advisory for the City of Milwaukee
ii. Milwaukee County Trail Map and Park Guide
k. Trails Network Plan
a. Created 2007
b. Overview of the trails network
c. States goals and objectives to improve and maintain trail infrastructure
d. Develop a comprehensive, high quality transportation and recreation trail system in Milwaukee County
e. Evaluate existing and potential corridors
f. Expand funding and partnering opportunities to improve trail development and maintenance
g. Promote public awareness, support and enjoyment of trails, facilities, and opportunities
h. Identifies corridor types and selections guidelines for future trail development
i. Contains a map of future development opportunities
j. Construction and maintenance cost estimates
k. Needs updating
l. Partners
a. Friends of Milwaukee County Trails
b. The Park People of Milwaukee County, and other individual Friends Groups
c. Metro Mountain Bikers
d. Student Conservation Association / Milwaukee Conservation Leadership Corps
e. Milwaukee River Greenway Coalition
f. Rolling Dice Riders
g. All local Municipalities of Milwaukee County but specifically City of Milwaukee, City of Glendale, Village of Brown Deer, City of West Allis, City of Franklin, City of Wauwatosa, City of St. Francis, City of Oak Creek.
h. Southeast Wisconsin and Beyond
i. Ozaukee County, City of Mequon, Waukesha County, Racine County, City of New Berlin
j. State of Wisconsin – Department of Natural Resources, Hank Aaron State Trail, Lake Front State Park, Department of Transportation.
k. Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
l. Rails to Trails Conservancy
m. Achievements
a. National Recreation Trail Designation
i. East Bank Trail
ii. Milwaukee Urban Water Trail
iii. Jacobus Park
iv. Kohl Park
v. Seven Bridges Trail
b. Wisconsin Park and Recreation Association 
i. Award of Merit – Wehr Nature Center 2007
ii. East Bank Trail 2007
c. Shepard Express
i. Best Bike Trail – Oak Leaf Trail (2007,2008,2011,2012)
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Best Urban Bike Trail – Beerline Trail (Section of Oak Leaf Trail) 2010
n. Future
a. Goals
i. Continue on expanding network
ii. Reduce the number of miles on Municipal Street and work towards Multi-Use Path
iii. Improve User Experience
iv. Protect natural areas, while providing public access
b. How
i. Through Continued Support – Policy Makers, Partners, and Park Lovers
ii. Capital Improvements – New and Improve Trails
iii. Dedicated Staff – Coordinate all efforts, educate, and meet the needs of our patrons
o. Things to Consider
a. Trails have multiple values and their benefits reach far beyond recreation. Trails can enrich the quality of life for individuals, make communities more livable, and protect, nurture, and showcase America’s grandeur by traversing areas of natural beauty, distinctive geography, historic significance, and ecological diversity. Trails are important for the nation’s health, economy, resource protection and education. –
AMERICAN TRAILS, Trails for All Americans report, 1990
b. Why Trails?
· Trails promote health and fitness by providing an enjoyable and safe place for bicycling, walking, and jogging, removed from the hazards of motor vehicles.
· Trails contribute to economic vitality, increased property values and increases in regional tourism.
· Trails help protect resources and preserve open space by defining zones free of human habitation and development.
· Trails educate young and old Americans alike about the value and importance of the natural environment.
· Trails offer an alternative to motorized vehicles, connecting homes with schools, offices, and shopping areas and contribute to a healthier environment, with cleaner air and less traffic congestion.
· 155 million people walk for pleasure, 93 million bicycle, 41 million hike, trails provide access to 43 million for nature study, photography, small game hunting or primitive camping, 10 million ride horses on trails, 5 million backpack, and 11 million ski on trails.
AMERICAN TRAILS, Trails for All Americans report, 1990
c. There are many benefits of trails and greenways that planners, funders, and the public need to know about: they make our communities more live able; improve the economy through tourism and civic improvement; preserve and restore open space; and provide opportunities for physical activity to improve fitness and mental health.
	

