File No. 11-401
(ITEM     )  From the Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture, requesting that the Milwaukee County Board accept the Long-Range Lakefront Planning Committee’s Report for the development of Milwaukee’s lakefront, by recommending adoption of the following: 

A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, adopted County Board Resolution File No. 11-154 created the Long-Range Lakefront Planning Committee, comprised of officials from Milwaukee County and the City of Milwaukee, as well as other representatives from the various lakefront attraction and the business community; and


WHEREAS, the Committee was charged with developing a common vision for the lakefront from Veterans Park south to the Interstate 794 interchange, and from Van Buren east to Lake Michigan; and

WHEREAS, in developing its vision, the Committee was to consider alternative uses of the Downtown Transit Center and O’Donnell Park among other future uses of the lakefront and preservation of green space; and

WHEREAS, the Committee is to provide the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and the Milwaukee Common Council with a final report by December of 2012 that shall include recommendations regarding: (1) site and use of O’Donnell Park and the Downtown Transit Center and (2) the structure for long range planning for the economic development of the lakefront, including a vision for current and future stakeholders as well as a long range financial/development implementation plan to realize the agreed upon vision; and

WHEREAS, after meeting regularly for four months to discuss, debate, and shape the Committee’s vision for the lakefront, the Committee is recommending the following:

(1) The redevelopment of the Downtown Transit Center site into a multi-story high-value use appropriate to its location at the lakefront.

(2) The installation of a bicycle/pedestrian lane to and over the Hoan Bridge connecting Downtown to southern Milwaukee for all modes of transportation.

(3) The reconfiguration of the Lincoln Memorial Drive/Michigan Street intersection to provide an efficient and safe means of pedestrian conveyance, maintaining a balance with motorized transportation, and creating a revitalized front door to the city of Milwaukee.

(4) The reconfiguration of the Lake Interchange ramps to free up valuable space for development and increase connectivity from Downtown and the Third Ward to the lakefront.

(5) The continuation of O’Donnell Park in its current function in the short-term, while considering redevelopment options long-term.

(6) Increased accessibility to and along the lakefront for all modes of transportation and greater connectivity to the City.

; and

WHEREAS, the Committee also recommends the development of a lakefront master plan, which should include a more detailed economic development and financial plan for the lake; and

WHEREAS, the above recommendations are contained in the Long-Range Lakefront Planning Committee’s Report provided to the Board; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the Long-Range Lakefront Planning Committee’s Report for the development of Milwaukee’s lakefront.

