File No. 12-137
(ITEM           )  A resolution by Supervisor Lipscomb authorizing and directing the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services to enroll Milwaukee County in the National Association of Counties modified prescription drug discount card program, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is a member in good standing of the National Association of Counties (NACo); and


WHEREAS, NACo sponsors a prescription drug discount card program for its member counties to provide to their citizenry through Caremark Rx, Inc., and has recently voted to modify the program to allow a small amount of revenue to flow back to participating counties; and 


WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorized enrollment in NACo’s prescription drug discount card program by a unanimous vote in September 2005 (File No. 05-419); and


WHEREAS, since Milwaukee County began participating, cardholders in Milwaukee County have received discounts totaling almost $1.3 million on more than 109,000 prescriptions, for a per-prescription savings of between 25 and 30 percent off retail drug pricing; and


WHEREAS, the prescription drug discount card can be used by anyone eligible to purchase prescription drugs regardless of age or income, and can also be used by anyone for discounted pet medications; and


WHEREAS, there is no cost to the citizen to use the prescription drug discount card or to the sponsoring county to enroll in the program, citizens do not have to fill out any forms to participate in the program, and Milwaukee County is not required to maintain a database of who has the cards; and


WHEREAS, the prescription drug discount card provides citizens, primarily those without prescription drug health insurance, an opportunity to save money on prescription drug purchases for themselves, their families and their pets; and


WHEREAS, NACo has recently voted to modify the program to provide participating counties an option to collect a $1 fee for each discounted prescription filled; and


WHEREAS, although exercising the option to receive revenue from the program may reduce prescription discounts for cardholders by 2-2.5%, the average discount will still be approximately 25% of retail and the revenue generated for Milwaukee County, may total approximately $15,600, based on 2011 prescription activity; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services is authorized and directed to enroll Milwaukee County in the National Association of Counties modified prescription drug discount card program as soon as practicable and provide an informational report to the County Board once the new program is in place. 
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