Chairwoman Dimitrijevic
Supervisor Mayo Sr.
September 26, 2013
Page 2

COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

Interoffice Communication

DATE:

September 26, 2013
TO:

Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors



Supervisor Michael Mayo, Sr., Chairman, Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee

FROM:

Brian Dranzik, Director, Department of Transportation
SUBJECT:

TSITSOS/ECONOMY PARKING LICENSE AND TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
POLICY

Airport property transactions require County Board approval.
BACKGROUND

In late 2012 during an inventory of property at General Mitchell International Airport, Airport staff discovered a section of land-locked real estate located at 5866 S. 6th Street (the “Property”) belonging to a trust held by the Tsitsos family (its dimensions are approximately 291 ft. x 23 ft. [6,289 sq. ft.]).  This property has become completely surrounded by County-owned airport property as a result of the Runway Safety Area Project.  Consequently, the Property is no longer accessible. 
The Tsitsos family owns and operates an off-airport parking lot (“Economy Parking”) located at 5855 S. Howell Ave. across from the airport.  Rather than acquiring the 6th Street Property in a condemnation proceeding, Airport staff and the Tsitsos came to agreement on terms to transfer the land-locked Property to the County.  In exchange for the transfer of the Property to the County, the Tsitsos requested a license to use a tract of County land bordering their Economy Parking lot at 5855 S. Howell Ave., with the understanding that the licensed property could only be used for the storage of snow plowed from Economy Parking during winter months.  This agreement saves the County the time and expense of acquiring the land-locked Tsitsos Property.  The licensed property is at the west end of the Economy Parking lot. The licensed land’s dimensions are approximately 215 ft. x 60 ft.  Exhibits are attached showing both parcels.
RECOMMENDATION

Because the exchange of a license to use County property for a transfer of title to the land-locked Tsitsos Property is cost effective and relieves the County from initiating condemnation proceedings, Airport staff recommends the Committee ratify the quitclaim deed obtained for the Tsitsos property and license for use of the Airport property located in the Runway Safety area for Runway 7R.
FISCAL NOTE

The agreement to quitclaim the property in exchange for use of airport property avoided condemnation and acquisition costs.  The consideration is for a license to use county Airport property for snow storage at the west end of the property at 5855 S. Howell Avenue.
Prepared by:  
Tim Karaskiewicz, Deputy Airport Dir., Business & Commercial Development
Approved by:
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Brian Dranzik, Director


C. Barry Bateman

Department of Transportation


Airport Director
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