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(ITEM) From the Director, Department of Transportation, requesting authorization to ratify the exchange of a license to use County property for a transfer of title to the land-locked Tsitsos property at General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA) by recommending the adoption of the following.

A RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, in late 2012 during an inventory of property at GMIA, Airport staff discovered a section of land-locked real estate located at 5866 S. 6th Street (the “Property”) belonging to a trust held by the Tsitsos family (its dimensions are approximately 291 ft. x 23 ft. [6,289 sq. ft.]); and
WHEREAS, this Property has become completely surrounded by County-owned airport property as a result of the Runway Safety Area Project; and
WHEREAS, consequently, the Property is no longer accessible; and

WHEREAS, the Tsitsos family owns and operates an off-airport parking lot (“Economy Parking”) located at 5855 S. Howell Ave. across from the airport; and
WHEREAS, rather than acquiring the 6th Street Property in a condemnation proceeding, Airport staff and the Tsitsos came to agreement on terms to transfer the land-locked Property to the County; and
WHEREAS, in exchange for the transfer of the Property to the County, the Tsitsos requested a license to use a tract of County land bordering their Economy Parking lot at 5866 South 6th St., with the understanding that the licensed property only be used for the storage of snow plowed from Economy Parking during winter months; and
WHEREAS, this agreement saves the County the time and expense of acquiring the land-locked Tsitsos Property; and
WHEREAS, the licensed property is at the west end of the Economy Parking lot; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee, at its meeting on October 23, 2013, recommended approval
(vote       ) that the Milwaukee County Board ratify the quitclaim deed obtained for the Tsitsos property and license for use of the Airport property located in the Runway Safety Area for Runway 7R.
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