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Date:		August 25, 2014

To:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Apply for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grants – ACTION 

POLICY 
The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking retroactive authorization to apply for one or more U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grants.

BACKGROUND
The EPA will award approximately $27.5 million for up to thirty projects, contingent upon funding. The announcement of this grant opportunity was made on July 15, 2014 so the DPRC was unable to request authorization to apply in advance of the August 27, 2014 deadline.

The DPRC’s proposed project utilizes an innovative model that can be recreated within the Great Lakes region to address land management needs within urban parklands through direct partnerships with youth conservation corps, and the development of a community-based stewardship program to address the principal initiative of controlling rapid response populations of invasive species. In addition, education and outreach efforts will accomplish a secondary goal of establishing a citizen science-monitoring network and by providing K-12 Great Lakes themed experiential education opportunities that will allow students to directly participate in ecological restoration projects within their communities.

The DPRC is seeking retroactive authorization to submit a GLRI grant application for $635,000 to be used over two years to engage and educate urban youth in the control of invasive species throughout the park system. No monetary or in-kind match is required; however, to be competitive the DPRC will match approximately $82,500 with existing staff costs and $1,000 in commodities.

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture be authorized to apply for one or more U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grants.

Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration & External Affairs

Recommended by:					Approved by:


												
Laura Schloesser, Chief of				John Dargle, Jr., Director
Administration & External Affairs


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup.  Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Willie Johnson, Jr., Co-Chair, Finance, Personnel and Audit Committee
Sup. David Cullen, Co-Chair, Finance, Personnel and Audit Committee
Sup. Jason Haas, Vice Chair, Finance, Personnel and Audit Committee
Erica Horton, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Steve Cady, Research Services Director, Office of the Comptroller
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
Janelle Jensen, Finance, Personnel and Audit Committee Clerk
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