
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEEPRIVATE 

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM
	DATE:


	April 25, 2017

	TO:


	Theodore Lipscomb, Chair, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors


	FROM:


	Maxine A. White, Chief Judge of the First Judicial District

	SUBJECT:
	Resolution Setting Fees For Custody and Physical Placement Studies


We respectfully request that the County Board adopt the attached resolution setting a schedule for repayment of fees by recipients of custody and physical placement study services ordered by the court.   The setting of a repayment schedule is the next necessary step in developing a plan for the implementation of these study services, in accordance with Wis. Stat. §767.405.
Background

Wis. Stat § 767.405(14)(a) states that a county shall provide legal custody and physical placement study services.   Due to budget constraints, Milwaukee County’s family court has not been able to provide such services to family court litigants.  
In November 2016, the County Board adopted a resolution “in support of the Chief Judge, First Judicial District, to initiate and develop a plan for the implementation of legal custody and physical placement study services in accordance with Section 767.405 Wisconsin State Statutes.”  A Committee on Custody Studies was convened by the court to develop the parameters and implementation of such a plan.

One aspect considered by the committee is the anticipated cost per study.  Information supplied by the Committee indicates that the cost could reach or potentially exceed $2,000 per custody and physical placement study.  In order to provide studies on a comprehensive basis and maintain fiscal responsibility, Milwaukee County must be able to recover the reasonable costs of custody and physical placement studies from those litigants who have the ability to pay some or all of such costs.   
Wis. Stat. §814.615(1)(a)(3) provides that, unless a different fee is set by the county, under sub. 2 of that statute, the fee is $300.  Wis. Stat. §814.615(2) allows a county to establish a different fee schedule to collect its reasonable costs of providing these family court services. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. §814.615(2), the following fee schedule is proposed:
For a custody and physical placement study required by Wis Stat. 767.405(14), each parent shall pay a fee which shall be determined as follows:

(a) For a parent with an annual gross income of $25,000 or less, the fee to that 
parent shall range from $0 to $150.00; and

(b) For a parent with an annual gross income of at least $25,001, but less than 
$37,500, the fee to that parent shall be $250.00; and

(c) 
For a parent with an annual gross income of at least $37,500,

but less than $50,000, the fee to that parent shall be $500.; and

(d) 
For a parent with an annual gross income of at least

$50,000, but less than $62,500, the fee to that parent shall be $750; and

(e) 
For a parent with an annual gross income $62,500 or

more, the fee to that parent shall be $1,000.

FISCAL EFFECT

This resolution sets a fee structure for services that will be provided pursuant to a plan that is still being developed.  Therefore, there is no current fiscal effect.
Your consideration and agreement with this request will be greatly appreciated.

