COUNTY OF MILWAUKEEPRIVATE 

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

	DATE:


	January 10, 2012

	TO:


	Chairperson Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

	FROM:


	John Barrett, Clerk of Circuit Court/Register in Probate

	SUBJECT:
	Milwaukee Foreclosure Mediation Program


Request
The Clerk of Circuit Court is requesting authorization to seek and receive not more than $205,000 in funding from the Wisconsin Department of Justice pursuant to a stipulated judgment obtained in a legal action against Countrywide Financial Corporation.

Background
In 2009, DOJ allocated funding to Marquette University for the first fiscal year of the MFMP (June 2009 through June 2010) to provide staffing support for Marquette’s costs of participation in the MFMP to provide and other related foreclosure mediation activities throughout the State of Wisconsin.

In 2010, DOJ allocated additional money to Marquette for MFMP’s second fiscal year (June 2010 through June 2011).  Funding continued and will continue through 2012.  Marquette subsequently decided they had fulfilled their commitment and would no longer continue in their role as the administrator of the MFMP.  The exact amount of the funding has not been determined as Marquette must end its agreement and prepare a final accounting of its remaining funds.  

Since the beginning of the program, the Clerk of Circuit Court has provided space and supported the operation of this project.  Administration of the fund by the Clerk is the logical next step given the circumstances and the need to ensure that this important and successful program continues.  

DOJ and the Clerk of Circuit Court have had discussions regarding the Clerk of Circuit Court administering the remaining funds from the Marquette agreement.  Those remaining funds should be sufficient for 2012.  A proposed Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Justice and the Clerk of Circuit Court is being negotiated.  The Clerk intends to contract with the current staff which has incorporated under the name Metro Milwaukee Mediation Services, Inc. to continue providing the foreclosure mediation services.
Fiscal Impact
If approved by the Board, the Milwaukee County Clerk of Circuit Court would be awarded an amount not to exceed $205,000 from the Wisconsin Department of Justice pursuant to the stipulated judgment against Countrywide Financial Corporation.  Funding would be for the remainder of 2012 with a fund transfer request needed in the amount of the award in 2012.
John Barrett

Clerk of Circuit Court/Register in Probate

cc:
Supervisor Willie Johnson, Jr., Chair 


Judiciary, Safety & General Services Committee
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