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A RESOLUTION

to acknowledge and recognize Torre Johnson Sr. for inspiring and advocating for the adoption of File No. 20-287, a resolution to adopt the Wisconsin Caregiver Law for barrable offenses as part of the background check process for contract agency employees who provide direct care and services to youth, adhere to the State of Wisconsin rehabilitation appeals review process, and retain the County’s policy to recognize Wisconsin Chapter 948 Crimes Against Children as a barrable offense


WHEREAS, many Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) employees and vendors serves as caregivers for families and youth in Milwaukee County; and

WHEREAS, a caregiver is defined by the Wisconsin Caregiver Law as a person who is employed by, under contract, or a volunteer that has direct contact with clients, client’s personal property or client information that is planned, scheduled or expected or periodic; and

WHEREAS, on May 28, 2020, Milwaukee County adopted File No. 20-287 a resolution to enforce the Wisconsin Caregiver Law for barrable offenses for contract agency employees who provide direct care and services to youth as part of the background check process and retain the County’s policy to recognize Wisconsin Chapter 948 Crimes Against Children as a barrable offense; and

	WHEREAS, File No. 20-287 additionally, requires Milwaukee County to adhere to the State of Wisconsin rehabilitation appeals review process; and

	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr. a Milwaukee native, community activist, founder and president of X-Men United LLC, is well known throughout the Milwaukee Community for his advocacy work for youth involved in high risk behavior having previously been a person impacted by the justice system; and

	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr., a formerly incarcerated person, has worked endlessly for years since his release to positively influence persons involved in the legal  system, community youth, and adults heading in the wrong direction to make better decisions by leading Wisconsin Community Services’ re-entry program and being a member of Milwaukee’s Black Male Achievement Advisory Council; and 
	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr. collaborated with the Medical College of Wisconsin and the City of Milwaukee to develop strategies to reduce violence within the community, which led to the launch of the Healthy Wisconsin Partnership Program, Youth Violence Prevention Initiative; and

	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr. has been recognized by the Milwaukee Common Council, the Milwaukee Community Journal, and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel for his achievements within the community and youth engagement; and

	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr. represents the true definition of a Credible Messenger as he is a leader in the community with relevant life experiences that guide and transform the behaviors and attitudes of youth surrounding violence; and

	WHEREAS, Torre Johnson Sr. influenced and inspired Milwaukee County to enact legislation to adopt the Wisconsin Caregiver Law for barrable offenses and adhere to the State of Wisconsin rehabilitation appeals review process and should be recognized for his efforts that helped Milwaukee County align its policies with those of the State; now, therefore;

	BE IT RESOLVED, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors herby recognizes and acknowledges that Torre Johnson Sr. inspired Milwaukee County to adopt legislation that allows individuals convicted of certain crimes except those barred under Wisconsin Chapter 948 Crimes Against Children to become Credible Messengers and positively influence the youth of Milwaukee County.
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