RESOLUTION	File No. 19--482

WHEREAS, the district attorney's office is requesting, pursuant to section 56.06(1) of the county general ordinances, permission to apply for additional Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant funding of $1,635,843 ($1,282,151 federal funds + $353,692 local match)  from the Wisconsin Department of Justice, and to accept the supplemental  VOCA grant funding if awarded;

WHEREAS, the district attorney's office has a longstanding VOCA grant program that presently provides funding for the salaries and fringe benefits of 8.0 FTE employees – 4.0 FTE sensitive crime victim advocates in the sensitive crimes unit, 2.0 FTE victim/witness advocates in the crisis response unit, and 2.0 FTE victim witness advocates in the domestic violence unit;

WHEREAS, the VOCA grant funds 80 percent of project expenses with a 20 percent local match requirement;

WHEREAS, the state Justice Department recently announced a competitive round of VOCA funding to provide $38 million for one year to enhance services to crime victims in Wisconsin;

WHEREAS,  this VOCA grant funding,  if awarded, will provide funding of $1,635,843 ($1,282,151 federal funds + $353,692 local match) from October 1, 2019, to September 30, 2020, consisting of approximately $1,054,555 for the salary and fringe benefits of eleven district attorney positions, including three new positions, viz., a victim/witness advocate in the Violent Crimes Unit, a new victim/witness advocate in the General Crimes Unit and a paralegal to assist in the processing of victim-related legal papers and approximately $581,288 in supplies, equipment, amenities and other forms of support directed to the support of victims and witnesses in the criminal justice system;

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, acceptance of VOCA grant funding, if awarded, will have no tax levy effect because the 20% local match requirement is met with expenditures presently funded by the county budget and no appropriation of funds is required, either in 2019 or 2020, beyond those appropriated or to be appropriated;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and approves the district attorney's request, pursuant to section 56.06(1) of the county general ordinances, to apply for additional Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant funding of $1,635,843 ($1,282,151 federal funds + $353,692 local match) from the Wisconsin Department of Justice and to accept the additional VOCA grant funding if awarded.
