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A RESOLUTION

to create a Youth Task Force, consisting of adult and youth community leaders to develop recommendations on how to engage youth in Milwaukee County
WHEREAS, historically, Milwaukee County created a number of programs, in attempts to reach out to Milwaukee County youth and improve access to educational, recreational, and employment opportunities; and

WHEREAS, on July 21, 1981, the County Board adopted Chapter 106 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances (File No. 81-616), which created the Milwaukee County Commission on Youth (“Commission”), a representative body of appointed youth members living in Milwaukee County who were responsible for advising the County Board of Supervisors and other appropriate decision-making bodies on issues of concern to young people; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 106 was subsequently amended on October 7, 1982 (File No. 82-820), to lower the number of youth and to further clarify the Commission’s role and procedures and was repealed and recreated on May 23, 2002 (File No. 01526(a)(a)); and
WHEREAS, when the Commission was recreated in 2002, it was tied to another resolution adopted by the County board on September 28, 2001 (File No. 01-526), which designated Milwaukee County as a Community of Promise (through the America’s Promise program) with a goal to ensure that the young people in our community are provided opportunities to fulfill the following five promises to youth, central to the America’s Promise program:

1. Ongoing relationships with caring adults—parents, mentors, tutors or coaches

2. Safe places with structured activities during non-school hours
3. Healthy start and future

4. Marketable skills through effective education

5. Opportunities to give back through community service

; and
WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Youth Sports Authority (YSA) was created in the 2000 Adopted Budget, by County Board amendment, to review and recommend funding for grant proposals from community organizations seeking to provide sports activities targeted towards at-risk youths, while promoting greater use of the Milwaukee County Parks System; and
WHEREAS, the YSA was also intended to expose youths to positive physical and mental health activities, teach healthier lifestyle concepts and positive behavior, and expose youth to positive role models who could share life skills and experience in leadership and self-discipline; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, along with the American Legion, also hosts an annual Student Government Day to increase student interest in government and citizenship; and
WHEREAS, while the aforementioned efforts have had a positive effect on Milwaukee County youth, the economic recession, and subsequent budget cuts in both the public and private sector have led to increased societal problems, which filter down to our youth, including: decreased opportunities for jobs and recreation, decreased funding for education and social programs, and in some cases, increased crime; and
WHEREAS, despite the challenges we face as a community, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors maintains its interest in engaging youth, and finding out what types of opportunities are needed in the greater Milwaukee community to assist future generations in embarking on successful lives; and
WHEREAS, in order to be successful in engaging and assisting Milwaukee County youth, the cooperation and commitment of local leaders in both the public and private sector is needed (including: Milwaukee County leaders, municipal leaders, public school leaders, area business leaders, and the nonprofit community); now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that a Youth Task Force (“Task Force”), consisting of adult and youth community leaders is hereby created to analyze the issues facing youth in Milwaukee County, develop recommendations for reaching out to youth in the community, and provide opportunities for success; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, shall appoint no fewer than seven adult Task Force members from the following disciplines: (2) County Board Supervisors, (2) Community leaders, (1) Milwaukee County Circuit Court Children’s Division representative, (1) City of Milwaukee representative, and (1) Milwaukee Public Schools representative, and shall appoint an adult Task Force co-chair; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that County Board staff shall assist with youth recruitment efforts, including: the development of a Youth Task Force application, which shall be distributed to local schools, community centers, and churches, and shall be made available to County Board Supervisors to distribute to interested constituents; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that youth applications shall be due no later than December 1, 2011, at which time the County Board Chairman shall appoint a Selection Committee, comprised of three County Board Supervisors, who shall appoint no fewer than ten youth, from whom the youth will select a co-chair, to the Task Force; and
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the Task Force shall convene by January 2012, shall meet monthly for eight months (January-August 2012), and shall, at a minimum, discuss the following topics:

· Youth violence prevention
· Parks and recreation activities

· Public transportation/transit Issues

· Children’s Court programming

· County-sponsored youth programs, including employment opportunities, a Milwaukee County Youth Commission, and YSA
; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Task Force shall put together a final report making recommendations to the County Board on topics covered by the Task Force, which shall be submitted to the Board by the September 2012 County Board cycle; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County Departments shall assist, as needed, with providing information and support to the Task Force, including presentations/overviews of current County programs, and Milwaukee County meeting space shall be made available for use by the Task Force, including, but not limited to the Milwaukee County Courthouse, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center, and Kosciuszko Community Center.

