
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

Date:
May 15, 2013
To: 
Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:
Gary Waszak, Facilities Management Division, Department of Administrative Services

Subject:
Ronald McDonald House Request for Easement on the County Grounds – Action Item
ISSUE
The Department of Administrative Services, Facilities Management Division (DAS-FM) respectfully requests authorization to grant Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern Wisconsin, Inc. (RMH) a permanent easement to allow for emergency access.

Background
In 2012, RMH purchased 3.5 acres of land from Milwaukee County for the expressed purpose of expanding their mission of providing housing for seriously ill children and their families while confined to or visiting area hospitals.

The City of Wauwatosa is requiring RMH to construct an emergency access drive to serve the facility. Therefore, RMH is requesting from Milwaukee County, a permanent easement across County property to construct an emergency fire access drive on the southwest side of their current facility. The access drive will be constructed off of 92nd Street.
The City of Wauwatosa Fire Department requires that half of the building exterior be accessible to a fire truck to be code compliant.  With the widening of Watertown Plank Road and the expansion, the existing fire access lane will be removed.  New access off of 92nd Street is required because access off of Watertown Plank Road is no longer feasible due to the after construction grading.
The easement area (Exhibit A) is 40 feet wide, 160 feet long and approximately 6440 square feet in area. The County has negotiated with RMH to reimburse Milwaukee County $5,000 for the land. The easement on County land has minimal utility impact and the value negotiated is representative of similar agreements.
An easement agreement has been drafted (Exhibit B).
Recommendation
The Director of DAS-FM respectfully recommends that DAS-FM, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, execute and record all documents and perform all actions required to grant a permanent easement to RMH for the emergency fire access drive. It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute the easement and required documents.
Prepared and Recommended by:


Approved by:
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DAS Director
Dept. of Administrative Services


Department of Administrative Services (DAS)
Attachments:
Exhibit A - Proposed easement location


Exhibit B - Easement Agreement
cc:
Chris Abele, County Executive

Supervisor Jim Luigi Schmitt, District 6


Kimberly Walker, Corporation Counsel


Don Tyler, Director, Department of Administrative Services (DAS)



Pam Bryant, Office of the Comptroller



Greg High, Director, AE&ES (DAS-FM)

