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Date:		February 25, 2014

To:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Apply for, Accept and Implement Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Stewardship Program Grants – ACTION


POLICY 
The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to apply for, accept and implement one or more Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Stewardship Program grant applications.

BACKGROUND
The State of Wisconsin Stewardship Program encompasses the following programs/funding sources:  
· Aids for the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks 
· Urban Green Space
· Urban Rivers 
· Acquisition of Development Rights 
· Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund
· Federal Recreational Trails Act

The Stewardship Program is designed to facilitate and promote “nature-based outdoor recreation” which is defined as hunting, trapping, fishing, hiking, cross country skiing, and other activities where the primary focus or purpose is the appreciation or enjoyment of nature.  Other activities may include, but are not limited to, bicycling, wildlife or nature observation, camping, nature study, picnicking, canoeing and multi-use trail activities. 

Support facilities that enhance nature-based outdoor recreation and/or improve disabled accessibility are also eligible for Stewardship funding.  Examples of such enhancements include access roads, parking areas, camping facilities, habitat restoration, utility and sanitation systems, and interpretive items.

In the Urban Rivers category, development of habitat restoration projects that serve public recreation or resource conservation purposes, including river riparian buffer rehabilitation-establishment of native vegetation and control exotic species, shoreland enhancements following dam removal, and shoreline stabilization as part of an overall urban rivers recreation project.  Urban Green Space allows the purchase of land for non-commercial gardening in urban areas.

The Stewardship Program is administered by the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Funds are provided on a 1:1 state-local cost-share basis, and payment of grant awards is on a reimbursement basis. 

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture be authorized to apply for one or more Stewardship Program grants and to undertake all actions and activities necessary to accept and implement Stewardship grant awards offered to Milwaukee County.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist

Recommended by:					Approved by:


												
Laura Schloesser, Chief of				John Dargle, Jr., Director
Administration & External Affairs


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup.  Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Dan Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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