
Milwaukee Public Museum’s Future Home



MPM Evolving

1882 - 1899 1964 - 20261899 - 1964

City Museum
1882 to 1976

County Museum
1976 to 1992

501(c)3
1992 - Present





Packing & Moving



20

• All contracts bid 
out and 
Guaranteed 
Maximum Price 
finalized

• Exhibit fabricator 
hired

• Half of concretehas 
been poured

• Job Fair

Recent 
Milestones:



220K cultural objects 
from across the world 500K ancient 

history objects 
- pot shards

lots of pot 
shards

800K fossils

1M+ insects and 
invertebrates

800K birds, 
mammals, fish, 
amphibians and 
reptiles

300K plants

280K history objects – 
clothing, furniture, toys, 
decorative arts, typewriters, 
bicycles etc – picture your 
grandma's attic
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Collections vs. Non-Collections















Disposition Plan



Guiding Principles
• Transparency
• Public Benefit

• Efficiency
• Public Safety



Disposition Priority
• Repurposed by MPM
• Milwaukee County Departments

• Museums & Peer Institutions
• Nonprofits (501c3)
• Exhibit Fabrication/Traveling Exhibit Companies

• Public Sale (auction/RFP/online)
• Final Disposal



Approximate Timeline
• Q1 2026 – Detailed timeline to County Board

• Q2/Q3 2026 – Tours for each eligible group

• Q4 2027 – Public auction after move

• End of 2027/Beginning of 2028 – Final clean-out

Public Communication
• Joint Press Release
• FAQ page
• County Board file in March
• MPM website updates



Resources



Nature & Culture 
Museum of Wisconsin

Construction Update What's Happening to the 
Streets of Old Milwaukee?

III IIIIII

https://youtu.be/tKYu6Y3uZ8M?si=Nv69kFs1AqGdZaU_
https://youtube.com/shorts/mDH6i7lBjSY?si=xiQXe6uCYt0XcLyr
https://youtube.com/shorts/4txzx3xE7tE?si=XbO0QmqJvlnLokL8


Visit 

mpm.edu/future
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