File No. 11-404
(ITEM           )  From the Director, Department of Family Care (DFC), requesting authorization to pursue negotiations with the State of Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) for a contract to provide the Family Care benefit to residents of Racine and Kenosha Counties, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the State authorized the long-term care program known as Family Care via enactment of 1999 Wisconsin Act 9; and


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County was one of five pilot counties authorized to provide the Family Care benefit to eligible residents, and Milwaukee County has provided the Family Care benefit to residents of Milwaukee County since July 2000, previously through the Milwaukee County Department on Aging and currently through the Milwaukee County Department of Family Care (DFC); and
WHEREAS, the State Department of Health Services (DHS) and the legislature authorized the expansion of family care to additional counties, including Racine and Kenosha Counties, and the Family Care benefit has been available to eligible and enrolled residents of Racine and Kenosha Counties through Community Care, Inc., since 2007 for a period not to exceed five (5) years; and
WHEREAS, the process for awarding contracts to continue to provide the Family Care benefit is set forth at s. 46.284(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes as follows: 
The Department may contract with counties, long-term care districts, the governing body of a tribe or band or the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc., or under a joint application of any of these, or with a private organization that has no significant connection to an entity that operates a resource center. Proposals for contracts under this subdivision shall be solicited under a competitive sealed proposal process under s. 16.75(2m) and the Department shall evaluate the proposals primarily as to the quality of care that is proposed to be provided, certify those applicants that meet the requirements specified in sub. (3)(a), select certified applicants for contract, and contract with the selected applicants.
; and
WHEREAS, on or about June 2, 2011, the State of Wisconsin issued a Request for Proposals (RFP 1720 DLTC-JB) to provide the Family Care benefit in Racine and Kenosha Counties consistent with the above-referenced statute; and
WHEREAS, DFC submitted a timely response to RFP 1720 DLTC-JB; and

WHEREAS, following review of the response to the RFP submitted by DFC, DHS on September 2, 2011, issued a Letter of Intent to pursue contract negotiations with DFC for long-term managed care in Racine and Kenosha Counties as described in the above-referenced RFP; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Health and Human Needs, at its meeting of September 21, 2011, recommended approval (vote 7-0) of the Director of DFC’s request; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Finance and Audit, at its meeting of September 22, 2011, concurred with the Committee on Health and Human Needs’ recommendation (vote 5-0); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Department of Family Care (DFC) is hereby authorized to pursue negotiations with the State Department of Health Services (DHS) to provide long-term managed care (Family Care) in Racine and Kenosha Counties; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of DFC shall exercise due diligence on behalf of Milwaukee County during the process of contract negotiations, and final authority to enter into this contract shall require further action by this Board; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that continued contract negotiation and subsequent action of the Board shall be contingent upon continued funding from DHS for administration and delivery of the Family Care benefit by DFC and County Board authorization for continued participation by DFC as a Managed Care Organization (MCO) during the term of this agreement and renewal, if any, for any additional years.
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