INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE


DATE:	October 2, 2012

TO:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors
		
FROM:	Kimberly Walker, Corporation Counsel
		Mark A. Grady, Deputy Corporation Counsel

SUBJECT:	Appeal of decision related to reimbursement of Medicare Part B premiums
	WFNHP et al. v. Milwaukee County, Case No. 12-CV-1528 
		
Please refer the attached resolution to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services.  

The Wisconsin Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals (WFNHP) and the Association of Milwaukee County Attorneys (AMCA) filed suit alleging that the elimination of reimbursement of Medicare Part B premiums for retirees entitled to premium-free health coverage, who retire after December 31, 2011, is a violation of the vested benefit contract.  (This change was made for nonrepresented employees for retirements on or after April 1, 2011.) Circuit Court Judge Foley has ruled in favor of WFNHP and AMCA.  A copy of the judgment is attached.  

An appeal is recommended.  Although the decision technically only applies to members of WFNHP and AMCA, the principle of this decision would apply to all employees who are entitled to premium-free health coverage.  This decision is based on an argument similar to the arguments in the other pension-related litigation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The legal fees for outside counsel to continue to handle this case, including the appeal, are covered by the County’s insurance policy.  

Pursuant to §1.31, M.C.G.O., the Judiciary Committee is delegated the responsibility of making a recommendation to the County Board for such an appeal.


Attachments

cc(w/att.):	Scott Manske
Amber Moreen
		Janelle Jensen
