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Date:		April 29, 2014

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Emerald Ash Borer Update – INFORMATIONAL

ISSUE
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) presenting a verbal report on the Department’s Emerald Ash Borer management efforts.

BACKGROUND
Since the destructive presence of the emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, (EAB) was discovered in Michigan in 2002, governmental entities at every level, from federal to municipal, have been working to slow the movement of EAB and to curb the damage caused to tree populations it infests.  EAB is 100% fatal to all ash (Fraxinus) species, healthy and stressed trees alike.  

Ash is a prominent tree species in Milwaukee County.  There are approximately 356,000 ash trees on parkland alone making up 24% of all Parks trees.  About one-third of these trees (119,000) are located in areas of active recreation, including playgrounds, picnic areas, parkways, and athletic fields, while the rest are located in areas of passive recreation or natural areas.  The effects of EAB range from loss of aesthetic and ecological values to hazardous trees posing a threat to public safety.  Trees provide economic and ecological benefits to communities including substantial energy savings, removal of pollution from the air, and carbon storage.  

In 2009, the Milwaukee County Parks Department created an EAB Preparedness Plan.  The plan’s goal is to minimize the impact of EAB using current scientific methods and efficient techniques at the lowest cost to the community.  Objectives of the plan include:

· Educating DPRC staff and the Milwaukee County community on the signs and symptoms of EAB, as well as how EAB is spread to assist in the identification of an EAB infestation and to attempt to slow the spread of this pest.
· Continual monitoring for EAB by DPRC Land Resources staff during regular tree maintenance activities, and further investigation if EAB is suspected.  
· Continual assessment and management of the ash population.  
· Replacement of removed ash with diverse tree species.
· Investigation for outside funding sources, including grants from various national and state sources. 

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
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Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
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