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Date:

October 11, 2011

To:

Chairman Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
City of Milwaukee Request for a Bridge / Roadway Easement – ACTION

Policy 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) respectfully requests authorization to grant easements to the City of Milwaukee (City) and State of Wisconsin (State) to construct, operate, restore and maintain road and bridge facilities and related improvements in the Grantosa Creek Parkway.

Background

The City and the State will begin reconstructing Capitol Dr. from Highway 100 east to 84th St.  Near the western terminus of this project the bridge over the Grantosa Creek will be demolished and rebuilt and elevated (please see attachment).  The project also calls for a new multi-use recreational trail to be constructed under the new bridge.  Constructing a pedestrian and recreational walkway under the bridge will allow users to avoid conflicts with motorized vehicles on Capitol Dr.  The City and the State have requested that Milwaukee County grant temporary and permanent easements to construct and operate the bridge facilities and related improvements in the Grantosa Parkway.  These improvements would permanently occupy approximately 0.16 acres of park property (please see attachment).  The assessed value of the land rights required for granting the easements is $22,856.

By granting these easements, the County would provide the City and the State the land rights needed to implement this portion of the roadway reconstruction project.  DPRC has reviewed the City and the State plans for their proposed improvements and finds them consistent with its present and future plans for the parkway, with minimal impacts to the surrounding area.  The project is scheduled to be complete in the fall of 2013.  All areas disturbed by the construction, operation or maintenance of the bridge facilities will be restored to DPRC specifications at no cost to the County.   The City and the State will be responsible for the maintenance and repair of the bridge, the retaining walls and the slopes surrounding the bridge.  Milwaukee County will be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the recreational trail.  Appropriate County staff will review and approve all documents as required prior to execution.

Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that DPRC, the Department of Transportation and Public Works, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, and record all documents and perform all actions required to grant temporary and permanent easements to the City and the State for to construct, operate, restore and maintain the roadway and bridge improvements and to execute the required permits for work within the Grantosa Creek Parkway.
Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	James Keegan, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Attachments:
Project location map, Easement location map, City of Milwaukee letter

Cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

George Aldrich, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Sarah Jankowski, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Linda Durham, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board

Jeffrey Polenske, City Engineer, City of Milwaukee
Patricia Votava, Project Engineer, City of Milwaukee 

William Wehrley, City Engineer, City if Wauwatosa
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