

Date:		April 28, 2014

To:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject:	Authorization to execute an agreement and amend an existing easement between Milwaukee County and the City of Milwaukee in the Menomonee River Parkway – ACTION   

POLICY 
The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to execute an agreement and amend a current easement with the City of Milwaukee in the Menomonee River Parkway.

BACKGROUND
Milwaukee County (County) in the 1930's and 1940's, was acquiring parkway property along the Menomonee River in the City of Milwaukee (City) and Wauwatosa.  As land was subdivided and developed in the City, a storm sewer system needed to be constructed that crossed the parkway property north of Burleigh Street.  In November of 1947, County and the City executed an easement to install storm sewer piping and develop a lagoon and outfall structure on park property.  A condition of that easement was that the City agreed to bear the cost of removing any silt deposits caused by the storm sewer.  

In 2011, the City diverted 75% of the storm sewer area into a new detention basin on City property formerly known as Hartung Quarry.  During this process, the County and the City determined the lagoon was partially filled with silt deposits that needed to be removed under the terms of the existing easement.  As this issue was discussed, the DPRC applied for and received $220,000 from the Fund for Lake Michigan (FLM) to implement a Wetlands Restoration Initiative in the existing lagoon.  

The City’s Common Council on January 4, 2014 agreed to contribute $150,000 to Milwaukee County to help implement this project.  In addition to the funding, the City and County have agreed to reduce the size easement area to include reduced basin within the easement.  The City will retain the responsibility to remove sedimentation and debris in this area. This reduction in area was recommended by a consulting engineering firm hired to study the basin.  The remaining portion of the lagoon will be reconstructed to simulate a wetland complex to meet the following goals:
· Restoration of approximately 6 acres of the site to a Palustrine Emergent Wetland. 
· Create one acre of Palustrine Forest.
· Create one acre of Riverine Upper Perennial Wetland.
· Use plants to clean or contain contaminants such as nitrogen, potassium and potash. 
· Reduce the amount of fecal runoff from pets and wildlife.
· Filtration of storm water to remove sediments.
· Improved water quality.
· Pretreatment of sediment and removal of trash in the fore bay.
· May provide additional fresh water fish habitat. 
· Enhance wildlife habitat

The County has prepared plans and specifications to meet these goals.  The wetland is scheduled to be constructed in 2014 and to mature in 3-5 years.  A fund transfer has been prepared for consideration by the Finance, Personnel and Audit Committee to increase expenditure authority for capital project WP275, Menomonee River Parkway Wetlands. 

This project has received community support from the City of Wauwatosa, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  
 
RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the DPRC be authorized to amend the current easement with the City of Milwaukee and to accept the $150,000 contribution from the City of Milwaukee for a wetland restoration project.

Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect III


Recommended by:					Approved by:


												
Laura Schloesser, Chief of				John Dargle, Jr., Director
Administration & External Affairs


Attachment A - Location Map
Attachment B - City of Milwaukee Certified Resolution File No. 1311124 


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Dan Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
	Sup. James “Luigi” Schmitt, District 6, County Board of Supervisors
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