By Supervisors O’Connor and Shea					File No. 26-419



A RESOLUTION

Requesting annual reporting from We Energies to support Milwaukee County’s climate, infrastructure, and energy planning 


WHEREAS, on May 7, 2021, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors adopted File No. 21-389, committing to net zero carbon emissions by the year 2050; and

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2025, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors adopted File No. 25-262 approving the Milwaukee County Climate Action (CA50) Plan, outlining clear steps for reducing greenhouse gas emissions to achieve net zero operational emissions; and

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2025, in the Committee on Community, Economic, and Environmental Development, the Office of Sustainability reported a 46% reduction in operational greenhouse gas emissions relative to 2005, demonstrating measurable progress; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has advanced its clean energy commitments, including installing solar panels on the Marcia P. Coggs Human Services Center, reducing operational emissions and demonstrating leadership in sustainable facility management; and 

WHEREAS, because utility-provided energy is a primary driver of Milwaukee County’s operational emissions profile, timely and transparent utility data is necessary to track progress toward the County’s net zero carbon goal and implementing the Climate Action Plan effectively; and

WHEREAS, WE Energies is the primary utility serving Milwaukee County and maintains the data, planning projections, and operational information necessary to understand local energy demand, generation mix, infrastructure improvements, and system reliability; and

WHEREAS, the rising number of new Large Load Customers, including high-energy-use industries such as data centers, increase demand on the power grid and underscores the need for coordinated planning and transparency to protect County interests; and

WHEREAS, changes in electricity rates have direct financial implications for Milwaukee County households and public services, and improved insight into utility planning will allow the County to better anticipate budget impacts and advocate for affordability and rate stability; and

WHEREAS, expansion of the power grid using fossil fuel generation would increase carbon emissions for Milwaukee County and put greater strain on water and land resources; and 

WHEREAS, regular reporting from utilities such as We Energies would allow Milwaukee County to better understand the impacts of utility changes and advocate for policies that protect residents; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors requests that We Energies and any other relevant utility companies provide a report to the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors at least annually, containing the following information:
 
· Total electricity demands in Milwaukee County
· Change in demand by sector, such as residential, commercial, or industrial
· Forecasted 5-year demand growth for energy in Milwaukee County
· Types of energy generated
· Estimated greenhouse gas emissions
· Updates on renewable energy generation
· Updates on energy reliability in Milwaukee County and efforts made to increase reliability
· Quantity of new and proposed Large Load Customers, such as data centers, as well as estimated energy demand, timeline, and location for each project
· Major utility infrastructure projects underway or planned in Milwaukee County 
; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Office of Sustainability is requested to serve as the central point of contact for receiving, reviewing, and disseminating these reports, and shall establish any technical standards or reporting specifications to ensure consistency and usability of the information; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Office of Sustainability is requested to provide a summary or briefing on the reported information to the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, at least annually.
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